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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for . ’ 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home | 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
= Pleage Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 








Che oly Ghost Prayer Book 


A complete, practical prayer book in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 400 pages of beautiful 
prayers and devotions, with a treatise on the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the sanctification 
of souls. Several illustrations. Clear type. 
Attractive covers with embossed design. An 
ideal gift for graduation, ordination, religious 
profession, weddings and birthdays. 

Prices: Black or maroon, flexible covers, red under 
gold edges, 95¢; imitation leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.80; genuine Morocco leather, red or gold edges, 
$2.40; genuine Morocco, deluxe, $3.60. { 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N.Y. 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 












Premiums forgMay 
LLL ENTIRE TONIOI 


For ONE Subscription 


“Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary” or 
“Devotion to the Holy Ghost’? — Choice of one of these book- 
lets (or any other Mary booklet described on inside back 
cover). The second is a beautiful exposition of the work of 
the Holy Spirit, with many pages of prayers in His honor. OR: 


Assorted Verse Cards — Packet of attractive book- 
marks with verses of encouragement. OR: — 








Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross with double 
bars, which has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. Its 
devout use has often obtained remarkable favors such as the 
following: — 
















“T had been 
troubled with a 
certain illness 


“My mother’s 
vision has im- 
proved day by 
day since she 
has applied the 
Scheyern Cross 
to her eyes 







for a long time. 
After wearing 
the Cross only 
six days, I was and recited the 
cured of this prayers given on 
illness.”’ the explanatory 


OO eater.” 


For TWO Subscriptions 


Mother Most Admirable — A lovely sepia picture of 
Our Lady seated as a Queen on a throne, holding the Infant 
Savior, whose little hand is upraised in blessing. Will delight 
the most refined taste. Full figures. 9x14 in. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 


The Last Supper — Masterpiece of Leonarda da Vinci. 
Sepia. 19x32 in. OR: — 


Free Subscription — For one year to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.” 





















Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


"To save souls, God desires that devotion to my Immaculate 
Heart be established in the world.” 


“When my Immaculate Heart triumphs, the world will have 


peace Ly (Words of Our Lady to three little shepherds at Fatima, Portugal.) 


RO SL en ne a ne ee ne ne 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 40 May, 1944 No. 1 








Mary Ammaculate, the Hope of the World 


Hootie 


». MILING, beauteous May! How we welcome its warm sun- 
shine, its warbling birds and springing flowers after the 


with icy chains. But to Catholic hearts the month of May 
has a deeper joy, a more exquisite beauty than that which 
shines on nature’s face. For it is the month of our Heavenly 
Mother, of her whom nature and grace in unison proclaim 
the Queen of heaven and earth. 

The month of May, in the language of piety, is a month belong- 
ing to Mary; a month of loving devotion, of fervent prayers and 
gracious favors; a month whose every hour should be consecrated to 
the veneration of this Immaculate Queen, to congratulate her on her 
happiness, to meditate on her power and goodness, to copy her virtues, 
andsto implore her help and protection. We must therefore consecrate 
to her during this beautiful month all the emotions of our hearts, all 
our thoughts, our words, our actions and our intentions, making an 
offering of them to her and through her for the honor and glory of 
God. 





Sweet to Mary are the many tributes of love offered her during 
this month of May. But none are dearer than the heavenly roses which 
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her devoted children twine in endless chains as Ave after Ave rises 
from their hearts in that prayer so loved by her, the Rosary. This 
is the prayer in which she takes supreme delight, and through which 
she has granted her most singular favors. It is fitting, therefore, that 
with the fragrant roses of spring we should offer her also the mystic 
roses of this heavenly prayer, which inclines her so graciously to aid 
her children in their struggles here below. For the Immaculate Virgin 
herself has given us this prayer as a remedy for the world’s evils and 
as a means of putting to flight the enemies of our salvation. 

Whenever the unbridled attacks launched by the powers of hell 
have threatened Christian civilization, have disrupted the social order 
and endangered homes, families, schools: and nations, the Mother of 
God has offered to her children with maternal insistence the weapon 
of salvation — the Rosary. So it has been in past centuries; so it 
is now in our own. Seeking to forestall the present cataclysm, which 
has plunged the world into a dark night of unparalleled bloodshed 
and devastation, she appeared in queenly beauty to three little children 
at Fatima in Portugal during the last world war, and urged that the 
Rosary be prayed frequently and fervently for the establishment of an 
early peace, which she alone (by God’s will) could bring about. As 
a condition for peace, she demanded that the people cease to offend 
God, and that a special devotion of reparation to her Immaculate Heart 
be established in the world, in which the Rosary should play a promi- 
nent part. 

As in 1917 (the time of the apparitions at Fatima) the ending of 
the war was made contingent upon Mary’s mediation, so now too we 
cannot doubt that the present war, more terrible and destructive by far 
than its forerunner, will be ended only through the merciful inter- 
vention of our Heavenly Mother and Queen. Let us therefore listen 
to the voice of Mary and eagerly grasp the saving anchor which she 
holds out to us in the storm. Let us daily take our rosary in hand 
and with fervor and faith call upon our Mother by the repeated Aves 
of this most powerful prayer. Let us heed her petition for a homage 
of reparation to her Immaculate Heart, taking as addressed to ourselves 
the words which she spoke to one of her little confidants at Fatima: — 

“My child, behold my Heart surrounded with the thorns which 
ungrateful men place therein at every moment by their blasphemies 
and ingratitude. You, at least, try to console me, and tell them that 
I promise to help at the hour of death, with the graces needed for 
salvation, whoever, on the First Saturday of five consecutive months, 
shall confess and receive Holy Communion, recite five decades of the 
Rosary, and keep me company for fifteen minutes while meditating on 
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the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary with the intention of making rep- 
aration to me.* 

The similarity of Mary’s language to that employed by her Divine 
Son at Paray-le-Monial inspires the belief that the devotion to her 
Immaculate Heart is to run parallel to that honoring the Sacred Heart, 
safeguarding, of course, the distinction of adoration and veneration 
rendered to these two most sacred Hearts. The establishment and prop- 
agation of devotion to Mary’s most pure Heart can spare the world 
terrible evils, as Mary herself foretold. After requesting the conse- 
cration of the world to her Immaculate Heart and the Communion of 
reparation on the First Saturdays, she said: “If my requests are heard, 
Russia will be converted and there will be peace. Otherwise, great 
errors will be spread throughout the world, giving rise to wars and 
persecutions against the Church; the good will suffer martyrdom, and 
the Holy Father will have much to suffer; different nations will be 
destroyed; but in the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph, Russia 
will be converted, and an era of peace will be granted to humanity.” 

As this message formed part of the “secret” confided to the three 
little shepherds at Fatima, it was not made known till a few years 
ago, when Lucia, the only living member of the trio, revealed it in 
obedience to her ecclesiastical superiors and at the inspiration of Our 
Lord Himself. This added circumstance would seem a further indica~ 
tion that the message was intended specifically for our present times. 
Let us hope that the new and harder trials therein prophesied will 
not be required to bring the world to shake off its apathy and to respond 
to the maternal and merciful pleadings of our Heavenly Mother. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, gratified the wish of our Heaven- 
ly Queen when he consecrated the world to her Immaculate Heart 
toward the close of 1942, as most of us are aware. Following his 
example, many dioceses, parishes, families, religious communities and 
individuals in various countries of the world have since consecrated 
themselves to this Immaculate Heart. In our own country, twelve 
dioceses have thus placed themselves under the protecting banner of 
Mary Immaculate. -They are: the archdiocese of Los Angeles and 
the dioceses of, San Diego, Monterey-Fresno and Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia; the dioceses of Pueblo, Colorado; Baker City, Oregon; Tucson, 
Arizona; Lafayette, Louisiana; El Paso, Texas; Savannah-Atlanta, 
Georgia; Trenton, New Jersey; and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. May 





NOTE: The confession may be made within eight days preceding or 
following the First Saturday, as long as Holy Communion is received 
in the state of grace. The meditation may be made on any or all the 
mysteries of the Rosary. A 15-minute sermon may take its place. 


> 
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their glorious example induce all the others to follow their lead. 

Our country, as our readers will recall, was placed under the 
protection of Mary Immaculate by the Sixth Council of Baltimore in 
1846. Mary therefore has also a patriotic claim to our homage, as 
the patroness of our nation. And as such we should pray to her also 
for our President and his auxiliaries, for all the members of the legis- 
lative and judiciary branches of our government and for all who are 
in any way charged with the direction of our civic and political affairs, 
that they may administer their duties in justice and charity, for the 
greater glory of God and the good of the people. We should pray 
also for all our fellow-citizens, that they may order their lives according 
to the law of God and thus make themselves worthy of the protection 
of her who is the essence of all perfection. 

Each year since his accession to the Chair of Peter, our beloved 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has renewed his worldwide plea to his 
children to redouble their prayers and their supplications to the Im- 
maculate Virgin during the month of May, to approach the- Holy Table 
frequently and to recite the Rosary daily in the family circle. This 
year he renews his plea with even greater insistence as he views with 
anguished heart the ever-growing distress of the nations at war and 
the great perils which threaten the Church and the whole social 
structure. Sharing in his fatherly heart Christ’s great love for the 
little ones, he pleads especially for the prayers of innocent children, 
knowing that these are most dear to the Heart of God and His spotless 
Mother. 

Come, then, devoted Children of Mary, come, faithful lovers of 
the Sacred Heart, come, dutiful children of His Vicar on earth, our 
Holy Father in Rome, gather your families before Mary’s image each 
day, whether in your own home or in your parish church with other 
families, and offer to your Heavenly Queen that powerful prayer which 
bears her promise of aid and comfort in all necessities. There is no 
family, perhaps, which has not someone serving our country’s flag, 
and daily in urgent need of the help of prayer; no family which has 
not felt in some way the pinch of privation or suffering due to present 
world conditions; no family, above all, which does not owe gratitude 
to God and to our Heavenly Patroness for having preserved us- thus 
far from the awful impact of war which has made itself so terribly 
felt in other countries. Thus we might go on indefinitely, multiplying 
motives which should impel each one of us to enroll under the standard 
of Mary Immaculate, to win back the world to Christ and to hasten 
the dawn of peace. 

Let us once more place our beloved country under Mary’s pro- 
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tection, and ask her to guard it against the enemies who would destroy 
its noble ideals and strip its citizens of the priceless blessings guaran- 
teed to them by its constitution. Let us ask her to abolish all prejudices 
of class, color and creed, to unite all citizens by the bonds of fraternal 
charity, and to draw all hearts under her sweet dominion in the one 
true fold. And last but not least, let us ask her to implant and cultivate 
in the hearts of all, the virtues so dear to her, and to make of our 
country a land in which men and women are strong and pure because 
God’s law is supreme with them; a land in which liberty and justice 
reign because Mary is its protectress and Christ its King; a land at 
peace with itself and with all nations because it is at peace with God. 


The Rosary Crusade 


Through the untiring efforts of zealous priests and lay persons, 
Rosary Crusades have been promoted in various localities, and thou- 
sands of families have pledged the daily recitation of the Rosary, at 
least for the duration of the war. It would give us great joy to be 
able to add to these the pledges of all the Catholic families (or in- 
dividuals) in our own circle of readers. To encourage this practice, 
we give below a form of pledge which may be'filled out and returned 
to us, to be sent by us in turn to the director of one of these crusades. 
Those who have already signed similar pledges elsewhere need not 
repeat them here. The month of May will be a most fitting time to 
adopt the practice of the daily family Rosary if you have not yet done 
so. 

The month of May will likewise be a most fitting time to commence 
the Five First Saturdays of reparation to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary; for it was on the 13th of this month that Mary’s first appari- 
tion took place at Fatima. 


— Family Rosary Pledge — 


To sanctify our home — to bring Christ into our family circle — 
to win for our family the special protection of Mary — for the pro- 
tection of our loved ones and all others in the armed forces — and 
to obtain an early peace based on justice and charity, we, the family 
of: — 








will pray the Rosary daily together, at least for the duration of the war. 


> 
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The Tree of Life and the Dispenser 
of Its Fruits 


Hee 


‘am MONG the feasts which May brings to us there are 
fae «two which, on first thought, may seem to have little 
or no relation to each other, but which, in the mind 
of the Church, are closely linked by the mysteries 
which they celebrate — the feast of the Finding of 
the Holy Cross (May 3) and the solemnity of 
Pentecost (May 28). The latter, though much 
higher in rank, is in a way a complement to the former, as we shall 
see from the following considerations. 

On the feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross, the Church, as she 
reminds us in her liturgy, “celebrates the glorious day on which was 
discovered in triumph the Wood on which our Redeemer broke the 
chains of death and overcame the crafty serpent” (1st Responsory of 
Matins). And in the Preface of the Mass she gives thanks to Almighty 
God for having “set the salvation of mankind upon the Tree of the 
Cross, so that whence came death, thence also life might rise again, 
and he (Satan) that overcame by the tree (in paradise), on the Tree 
(of the Cross) also might be overcome.” 

From the forbidden fruit of the tree of life in-the garden of 
paradise came physical and spiritual death; but from the Cross, the 
true Tree of Life in the paradise of the Church, came Life — super- 
natural life, the life of Divine grace. Like a fruit tree whose branches 
bend low beneath their burden, the Cross is laden with the rich fruits 
of Redemption acquired by our Crucified Savior. But as a little child 
cannot enjoy the fruits of a tree unless someone gathers them for Him, 
so we, lowly, sin-laden creatures, cannot reach the branches of the 
lofty tree of the Cross to gather its life-giving fruits of salvation. 
Therefore our Heavenly Father, commiserating our weakness, has sent 
us the Holy Spirit to gather these precious fruits for us and to apply 
them for the nourishment of our souls unto everlasting life. On the 
feast of Pentecost, this benign Spirit entered upon His grace-giving 
mission of applying to souls the merits acquired by Christ through 
His Death on the Cross. 

Besides the sacraments, the chief channel through which the Holy 
Spirit operates the communication of grace is the adorable Sacrifice 
of the Mass, the unbloody renewal of the Sacrifice of the Cross. As 
He co-operated in a very special way in the incarnation of our Divine 
Lord and in His work of Redemption, so also He operates in a special 
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way in the renewal of these mysteries in Holy. Mass, and applies their 
fruits to souls. Of the seven prayers which the Church prescribes 
for her priests as a preparation for the celebration of Mass, six are 
addressed to the Holy Spirit, imploring of Him purity of heart and 
body, spiritual enlightenment and ardent love, not only for the priest 
himself but for the people who will celebrate the Sacred Mysteries 
in union with Him. And as it is the Holy Spirit who changes the 
bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, so also it is He 
who imparts to the Church and to individual souls the abundant fruits 
of this holy Sacrifice. 

Every time we assist devoutly at Holy Mass and receive Holy Com- 
munion or any other sacrament, we celebrate, so to say, a personal 
Pentecost, for through them we receive anew the Holy Spirit with His 
gifts and graces; and at the same time we celebrate also the victory 
of the Cross of Christ, through which all supernatural treasures were 
merited for us. 

In our own personal lives, too, the mysteries of the Cross and 
of Pentecost are most closely blended. The daily life of a faithful 
Christian is a constant “Finding of the Cross,” for his path is beset 
with crosses, trials, sufferings and afflictions of many kinds. It is 
likewise a continual renewal of the mystery of Pentecost, for he needs 
the constant aid of the Holy Spirit in order to bear these trials with 
Christian fortitude and resignation-and to make them meritorious for 
eternal life. We ought, then, to be sincerely devoted to the Holy Cross 
and to the Holy Spirit, regarding the former as the golden key which 
unlocked for us the treasures of eternal salvation, and the latter as 
the Divine Almoner who dispenses these gifts to us. 

“It behooves us to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection” (5th Responsory of 
Matins). 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 


Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy faithful, and enkindle 
in them the fire of Thy Divine love! 


For VICTORY 


Buy U. S. War Bonds & Stamps 
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She D itine G ier vof G ifts 


& LORIOUSLY crowning the work of his long and fruitful 
pontificate was the magnificent Encyclical Letter, “Di- 
vinum Illud,” which Pope Leo XIII gave to the Catholic 
world toward the close of his reign. In it he urged a 
more fervent devotion to the Holy Spirit, and commended 
and dedicated to Him all the labors he had undertaken 
for the restoration of Christian principles in civil and 
domestic society, so that the “Finisher and Perfecter” of every good 
work might bring them to maturity and fruitfulness. On the feast of 
the Sacred Heart, June, 1898, the same holy pontiff approved and 
blessed a wonderful painting that had been executed the preceding 
year by Gustavus Petrus Hax, which magnificently portrayed the uni- 
versal activity of the Holy Ghost in heaven and on earth. A reproduc- 
tion of this official picture is shown on our front cover. Remarkably 
rich in spiritual meaning, it depicts the work of the Holy Spirit in per- 
fecting and completing the sanctification of souls redeemed by Christ. 

Under the traditional form of the dove, we see the Holy Spirit 
majestically poised in flight, with wings outspread symbolizing His all- 
embracing influence in the Kingdom of God. Four streams of light 
issue from Him in the form of a huge maltese cross, which in ever- 
widening beams flood the whole universe as if to express the manner 
in which the Holy Spirit illuminates souls and enables them to under- 
stand the supernatural doctrine taught by Christ. It likewise symbo- 
lizes His work of carrying into the very spirit of men and to the 
farthermost parts of the world the graces which Jesus purchased on 
the Cross. Pouring forth this fire of Divine grace, the Holy Spirit 
imparts spiritual energy to souls to carry out the moral code given 
by the Redeemer, and guides and directs them so as to attain the 
perfection which will secure for them the heavenly crown. Between 
the four bright beams that form the cross may be seen twelve lightning- 
like flashes in groups of three, symbolic of the twelve fruits, the 
harvest-work of the Holy Spirit in the souls He forms. 

The majesty and Divinity of the Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, as well as His dominion over the celestial kingdom, is ex- 
pressed by the great numbers of angels which minister to His glory 
and proffer adoration. In the billowing nimbus of clouds encircling 
the Dove, three angels are clearly visible, one at either side, and one 
at the very top. Each holds a banner on which is written the single 
word “Holy,” the only word adequately expressive of the Godhead, 
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and recalling to us the threefold praise of the Blessed Trinity which 
Isaias heard the Seraphim proclaiming in their “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts; all the earth is full of His glory” (vi. 2, 3). 
A fourth angel, half concealed in the lowest part of the nimbus, carries 
a scroll on which is written: “Praise to God.” In the four corners 
of the picture, each bearing a streaming banner typifying one of the 
four moral virtues, are seen four angels, coming as it were from the 
four ends of the earth to render glory to Him who regulates aright 


e e 











* 


the life of man by the virtue of Prudence, aids him to make progress 
toward heaven by Justice, invests all his actions with a Godward tend- 
ency by Temperance, and sustains and imparts heroic courage in the 
battles against the powers of darkness by Fortitude. Another distinct 
group of angels appears just below the lower part of the bright nimbus. 
The central one holds a cross, the one to the right, an anchor, and 
the one to the left presses to his bosom a heart, symbolizing the three 
theological virtues of faith, hope and charity, imparted to the soul 
when the Holy Spirit poured forth the heavenly riches of sanctifying 
grace in the sacrament of baptism and impressed therein the super- 
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natural image and likeness of God. Little cherub faces peep forth 
from the fluffy mantle of the encircling cloud, forming a Guard of 
Honor, which with burning love consumes itself in adoration. Within 
this ring of cherub figures, and near the lightning flashes of the twelve 
fruits, may be discerned the symbols of the four evangelists, who, under 
the unerring guidance and heavenly inspiration of the Spirit of Truth, 
wrote the four Gospels. The background of the picture shows the 
star-strewn midnight skies, which came into being when the Holy 
Spirit brooded upon the waters and God spoke the word that called 
forth the firmament. 

The activity and dominion of the Holy Spirit exercises itself 
particularly in the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, brought forth 
by Him on the first Pentecost. The picture significantly depicts the 
church of St. Peter’s in Rome, against which dash mighty waves as if 
to overwhelm it. But firm on its rock foundation, through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, it remains immovable under the mighty impetus 
of storm and persecution. It is in the Church of Christ that the Holy 
Spirit forms the saints of God, as once He formed the Humanity of 
Christ in the womb of Mary, and in this Barque of Peter He carries 
safely to the heavenly shores the souls whom He, who is the “Light 
of life” that illumines their path, enables to run with giant strides 
on the true way to life eternal. 

For the guidance of the Church and the perfection of the saints, 
He streams down in sevenfold rays His Divine gifts, which are seen 
in the picture going forth in ever-widening beams, forming the lower 
part of the cross, which in a fan-shaped radiance reaches out to em- 
brace the whole Mystical Body. Between these rays may be perceived 
seven small hearts, flames of love which set on fire the hearts of 
men, as once in the fire of Pentecost the Holy Spirit, who is the 
Substantial Love of the Blessed Trinity, descended to earth and filled 
the whole world with His ardor. Each of the seven rays is seen 
streaming upon one of the saints portrayed in the Gothic niches. The 
central beam, symbolic of Wisdom, sheds its fullest radiance on Mary, 
the Seat of Divine Wisdom, in whom Eternal Wisdom dwelt corporally. 
In her queenly role, the Immaculate Spouse of the Holy Spirit makes 
intercession for the Church and her children, as the two angels on 
either sidé give us to understand by their scrolls, which read: “Spouse 
of the Holy Ghost,” and “Pray for us.” 

To the right of Our Lady stands the glorious Saint Paul, over 
whose head we read the inscription Understanding, for ‘to him it 
was piven to penetrate into mysteries “which have been hidden from 
eternity in God” (Eph. iii. 9). Next to him is the figure of St. James 
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the Less, holding the club by which he won the martyr’s crown, and 
over his niche we read the word Counsel, the gift which leads to the 
choice of right action in any difficulty. To the far right is the martyr- 
deacon, St. Stephen, who, in virtue of the gift of Fortitude, with un- 
daunted courage reprehended the Jews for their unbelief and won for 
himself the symbolic palm he bears in his hand. To the left of Mary 
is St. Peter, to whom Christ gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
Illuminated by the gift of Knowledge, he confesses Christ, the Son of 
God, and with unerring guidance instructs the sheep whose shepherd 
Christ appointed him. The virgin Apostle, John, holding a chalice, 
represents the gift of Piety. To his left is John the Baptist, fearless 
preacher of penance, to whom is appropriately attributed the gift of 
the Fear of God. 

Finally, at the bottom of the picture, we see two tablatures, 
one on each side. The right one bears the indulgenced prayer: “Holy 
Ghost, Spirit of Truth, come into our hearts; grant to all nations the 
brightness of Thy Light, that they may be pleasing to Thee in unity 
of faith.” The left one reads: “But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My Name, He will teach you all things 
and bring to your mind whatsoever I shall have said to you” (John 
xiv. 26). And at the very base of the master-painting is a text of 
St. Paul’s, so grandly extolling the Divine Sanctifier: “The charity 
of God is poured forth in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given 
to us” (Rom. v. 5). May this sublime work of love be accomplished 
in each one of us on the glorious feast of Pentecost! 


A Visit from the Apostle of the Enthronement 


G VER since 1918, when our community was first solemnly con- 
secrated to the Sacred Heart and established as a Center for the 
Work of the Enthronement, we have looked forward to the coming of 
Rev. Father Mateo, the Apostle of the Enthronement, who has been 
commissoned by four successive Popes to preach and spread this grace- 
giving devotion throughout the world. This desire has now been real- 
ized, for just as this month’s issue was going to press we had the pleas- 
ure of welcoming him to our midst, to spend the days of Holy Week 
and Easter with us. 

Through correspondence, a deep spiritual friendship had developed 
between Father Mateo and our late lamented chaplain, Father Lukas 
Etlin, O.S.B. It was their mutual desire to seal this friendship with a 
personal acquaintance, but this joy has been reserved for eternity. Now, 
although he deeply regrets that Father Lukas is not here to welcome 
him, Father Mateo rejoices at being able to visit the scene of his fruit- 
ful life and labors, and to inspire our community witf renewed zeal 
in the apostolate so dear to his heart. Later we will share some of 
his inspiring conferences with our readers. 








o 
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The Greatest of all 
Novenas 
am? ae 


9 HE first novena of- 

fered in the Chris- 
tian Church was 
that made by our Blessed 
Mother and the disciples in 
the Cenacle at Jerusalem betwe2n the day of Christ’s ascension and 
that of the descent of the Holy Ghost. Obedient to Christ’s injunction, 
they remained in the Upper Room, united in prayer and meditation, 
and imploring the fulfilment of Christ’s promise to send them the 
Divine Comforter. On the ninth day their prayer was gloriously an- 
swered by the descent of the Holy Spirit, made manifest by tongues 
of fire and by the sound of a strong, rushing wind. The report of 
this wonder drew a great crowd of people to the Cenacle. 

Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, came forth and spoke to them 
with great animation, as did also the other Apostles. And the people 
who had congregated in the city for the celebration of the festival 
were astonished to hear them speaking in their own languages. Hav- 
ing, so to say, “let down the net” of the Church for the first time, 
Peter, the fisherman, drew in a great draught of souls, who were bap- 
tized by him and were the first to profess the Faith of Christ. 

Year after year, the miracle of Pentecost is renewed silently and 
mysteriously in the Church as she celebrates with great pomp and 
magnificence the advent of the Divine Paraclete, and implores Him to 
pour out His graces anew and to enkindle souls with the fire of His 
Divine love. Each recurrence of this feast is intended by God to 
be a day of very special graces for every Christian soul; but the soul 
must do its part toward receiving these graces by preparing itself 
worthily for the coming of the Holy Spirit. In imitation of Our Lady 
and the Apostles, Holy Church wishes us to spend the nine days preced- 
ing Pentecost in a spirit of recollection and fervor in prayer, and to 
offer a novena to implore the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. This 
is, in fact, the only official novena — the only one formally prescribed 
by the Church. 

A solemn novena is offered each year in our Eucharistic Sanctu- 
aries in preparation for the feast of Pentecost, and we invite all 
our dear readers to join with us in spirit and to say some fitting prayer 
each day of the novena. Besides our own needs and desires, let us in- 
clude in this novena also the very great needs of Holy Mother Church, 
the welfare and protection of our Holy Father, our ecclesiastical and 
civil authorities, that they may be guided by the Holy Spirit, and the 
men and women in our country’s service, and implore the conversion 
of sinners, the light of the True Faith for those outside the fold, and 
the early return of peace and order to the world. 








NOTE: Novena prayers and many inspiring devotions and reflections are given in our 
booklet DEVOTION TO THE HOLY GHOST. Each 10¢... Reductions on 25 or more. 
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A Little Candle that Throws its Beams into a 
Naughty World 


tie 


W E ARE living in a grave, a very grave time. 

God’s offended Majesty, justly incensed by 
the sins of men, is inflicting a punishment upon 
the world so great that it may well be compared 
to the deluge. The children of God cry out and pray 
fervently that the tribulation of our times, the world- 
wide cataclysm, may be turned aside and Christ’s 
Kingdom be again restored to earth, where it may be 
allowed to expand and acquire new vigor. But how 
can there be hope of being heard when the flood of 
evil-doing is not mitigated? Countless are the evils 
that have sprung up in this age, but among them 
there is scarcely any to be more deplored, or that has 
inflicted greater injury on the faith and morals of 
Christians, than the foul plague of immoral and sug- 
gestive books and pamphlets, which stir the passions, 
vulgarize the taste and give distorted views of life. 
Yes, it is from this source that many of the other evils 
have taken root and flourished. 

There is needed a powerful influence to stem 
this tide of worldliness and vanity and sin which en- 
gulfs the world. Great strength of character is re- 
quired to resist the powerful current. The children 
of the True Church must come forward and take up 
the standard of Christ, and, by word and example, turn aside these 
evil influences. They can learn what is needed from the enemies of 
the Faith, who are ever on the alert, circulating their infamous print 
in wholesale quantities at much expense and no small amount of per- 
sonal sacrifice. Jt is the apostolate of the press. How much can be 
done to counteract the influence of evil by circulating good literature! 

With this issue of Tabernacle and Purgatory we begin the 40th 
year of its publication. We therefore address a plea to our friends 
to take up the cause of this magazine. We need your help and co- 
operation, and the world at large needs the influence of sound religious 
principles such as are inculcated by Tabernacle and Purgatory. The 
sad hearts of grief-stricken mothers and fathers need light, consolation, 
advice, encouragement, precisely in these times. There is besides no 
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better time adapted for the strengthening of faith and a return to 
God than the present. Souls feel the necessity of prayer. People are 
impelled to turn to God for help. The gravity of the times impels 
heretofore indifferent souls to cling to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
It draws to the sweet and gentle Mother of God. ‘It inspires Christian 
families to erect a throne for the Divine Heart of Jesus in the sanctuary 
of the home, to which the parents and children can daily have recourse, 
there to implore the protection of heaven for themselves and dear ones 
on the battlefield and from this merciful Heart to draw new strength. 
It impels to frequent and daily Communion, and to devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, whence grace and consolation. are derived. 
All this, dear reader, as you well know, is the lofty aim of Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory. It seeks to be a medium carrying to its readers 
many incentives to a more fervent and fruitful life in God’s service. 
But as Christ said of Himself, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. 
It is My Father who glorifies Me” (John viii. 54), so we will not 
employ idle words in our own praise, but let our readers speak a word 
of recommendation in behalf of our little magazine. 
Your magazine still maintains its high level of excellence, I con- 
sider it one of the most inspiring of all Catholic periodicals. Asa 
means of cultivating a true Catholic spirit it is unequalled. The 
charming devotional articles are redolent of the sweet Benedictine 
spirit which has caused so many souls to enter the straight road that JonA 
leads to the highest perfection. (A Catholic Chaplain) fx» ar vat a | 
Your magazine has helped me so much. I do love it and I con- 
gratulate you on its long and useful life and the glowing rays of spirit- 
ual fragrance it sheds on so many, many lives. It lifts and inspires 
its readers who cherish every copy. May its beautiful light NEVER 
flicker out. (Miss D.B., Arkansas) sey ——*~. to Ant 
Your precious little magazine becomes dearer each month. I think yus+ ret 
so highly of it that I do not want to be without it. It is as a diamond }” 
gleaming amongst the thousands of magazines circulating throughout ae 
the world. May God bless and prosper it. (Mf. R., Wisconsin) * 
This is truly one of the best Catholic publications that I have ever 
read. It is filled with everything that is good or ebe! y I hope 
I can always have it. (M. S., Ohio) Lael iat » Am ba 
I am glad to be able to send you some new subscriptions and re- 
newals- I wish the number were increased a hundred per cent. But 
please God, it will yet. For with the present deplorable conditions in 
the world, the need for Divine help and guidance is more and more 
apparent. And where can we procure that assistance so effectively 
as in the Tabernacle? I love and admire your beautiful magazine 
more and more with each issue. The contents are worth their weight 
in radium; in fact, they are unpurchasable, inestimable; for they 
have the atmosphere, the sweetness and the inspiration of heaven. In 
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this life we have no standard of judging the greatness of what eye 
hath not seen nor ear heard nor heart conceived; so we must desire 
and yearn to know more and more about Him who is the Beginning 
and the End of all goodness. I just read in the gracious articles that 
breathe so fully the lovely spirit of Benedictine piety, that steady, per- 
sistent, single-minded search for the ineffable peace of God. May the 
Lord bless abundantly not only your community but all your co- 
operators who are doing their share to bring about that glorious and 
entirely worthy blessing among men — the peace of Christ in the Reign 
of Christ. (Rev, J, S-, Mlinois) fv) Maley Core Ly), 


Please find enclosed check for $5.00 and names of new subscribers 
for Tabernacle and Purgatory. I am sending in and paying for these 
myself in order to co a bit for the spread of good reading, and to 
make better known one of the best Catholic magazines in this U.S.A. 
I only wish it were in my power to have it placed and read in every 
Catholic family, for its contents fit in every state of life — for old 
and young. I have been a reader of Tabernacle and Purgatory for 
thirty years or more and I have not missed the few dollars spent for 


the magazine. (Mrs. A. H., Texas) [hem WoL. ‘ 


We trust that our faithful readers will also speak a good word 
for Tabernacle and Purgatory to others, and will themselves adopt the 
practice of giving subscriptions as gifts for weddings, ordinations, grad- 
uations, birthdays and the many other occasions which each year 
brings. By thus helping us to gain new subscribers, you will help 
to extend the sphere of activity of Tabernacle and Purgatory and hence’ 
increase its power for good, for the larger the number of its readers, 
the greater the good it can accomplish. This is our only means of 
extending our subscription list, outside of our own limited means of 
advertising, for we do not employ agents for its propagation. Be 
assured that your efforts will in time produce fruit, for what a person 
reads is often more powerful and lasting in urging to good than the 
spoken word, An eternal reward will be yours for the charitable act 
of contributing to some soul the means of edification which increases 
the practice of virtue or even leads to conversion from a past neglect 
of religion. May God’s blessing be yours both here and in eternity! 

Since growth is the fundamental law of existence, we look forward 
to this new year of Tabernacle and Purgatory’s activity as one more 
year of growth, one more year in which to help others, one more 
year to brighten up the earth a little, to give consolation and inspira- 
tion in daily trials, a year to stress the better things of life and a year 
to sing anew the praise of God and Our Blessed Mother. Daily, 
hourly we hope that Tabernacle and Purgatory will go forth as a 
consoling angel and accomplish much good in all places where it has 
the mission to penetrate. 
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The Cross, Our Hope in Life and after Death 


oe 

HROUGH the Cross of \y ae ie "36 

Christ all good and Je Li & —] a\e 
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all grace have come to us. of 4 | . fe \ 
Therefore Holy Church in- De We I a «\* 
vokes its virtue in every = 4 Vee 
blessing she bestows. On > SN “)\ LYE >. oo 
Good Friday she pays spe- BSS as 
cial homage to it in memory - 
of our Savior’s Passion and the bitter Death He suffered upon it. Each 
year she celebrates two special feasts in honor of the Holy Cross to 
remind the faithful that this mystery of our salvation is the arsenal 
that contains the arms for our spiritual combat and the treasury from 
whence we must draw our riches. One of these feasts is celebrated 
on May 3. It commemorates the finding of the True Cross by St. 
Helena in 326. In the hymn of Vespers for this feast Holy Church 
greets the Cross as the sole hope of pardon of our sins: “O Crux, 
ave, spes unica! — Hail, O Cross, our only hope!” 

The Cross is indeed our great hope. The reason lies in the fact 
that Our Lord paid our ransom on the Cross and paid infinitely more 
than was necessary for the discharge of all our debts and for the 
remedy of all our miseries. Father Avila, the confessor of the great 
St. Teresa, wrote on this subject: “Do not forget that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as our Mediator, stands between the Eternal Father and us, 
and that for His sake we are beloved and bound to His Father by so 
close a tie of perfect charity that nothing could loosen it did not man 
himself cut it with the blade of mortal sin. Have you ceased to re- 
member that the Blood of Jesus Christ cries for mercy for us, and 
that it cries so loud that it drowns the noise of our sins and prevents 
their being heard? Do you not know that if our sins are still in 
existence, the Death of Jesus Christ, who died to kill them, must be 
of little worth since it could not destroy them? Try to impress this 
truth deeply upon your mind, that Jesus Christ took upon Himself 
the affair of our redemption and salvation as His own business, and 
that we are so closely united with Him that He and we must be loved 
or hated together; and as it is not possible that, being what He is, He 
should be hated by His Father, so also it is not possible that we should 
be if we remain united with Him by faith and charity. On the con- 
trary, as He is loved and cherished we are also, in Him and by Him, 
and with reason, because He weighs more in the balance of Divine 
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Justice to make us loved than we do to make Him hated. Undoubtedly 
the Father has more love for His Son than He has hatred for sinners. 
May Jesus Christ be praised and blessed forever, He who is, and whom 
with a loud voice we can call our hope.” 

If it is true that the Cross of Christ is the hope of us all, it is 
equally true that it is the bond of union among us. When St. Paul 
speaks of the Body of the Church and of Our Lord’s union with the 
faithful as the Head with the members (Rom. vi. 5; Gal. ii. 19; Col. 
i. 24), he almost always makes mention of the Cross and Death of 
Our Lord as the means and bond of this union, just as our members 
are united with the head by the nerves and muscles. The mystery of 
the Cross is the mystery of the predestination, of the justification, of 
the salvation, sanctification and happiness of all mankind. It is on 
the Cross that Our Lord became truly ours and made us His. It is 
in this mystery that He espoused the Church, “which He has purchased 
with His own Blood,” as St. Paul declares (Acts xx. 28). There He 
made Himself our Head and us His members; there He pours upon 
us His salutary influences, and exercises in a most admirable manner 
His functions as our Chief. It is there that He desires that we should 
acquit ourselves of the submission we owe to Him and to fulfil our 
duties of thanksgiving and gratitude for the graces He has bestowed 
on us through its merits; our duties of compassion for Him in His 
sufferings, of resignation to our own crosses and of earnest endeavor 
to root out our sins and vices, which are the true cause of His deso- 
lation, agony and Death. It is there that He teaches us to exercise 
mercy towards others and to practice all other virtues, such as humility, 
fear of God, hope, patience, fortitude, meekness, mortification, prayer 
and charity, all of which He exercised on the Cross in a heroic measure 
for the express purpose that we should learn to imitate them. 

Now if we clearly realize that the Cross is the bond of our union 
with Christ and His members, we cannot forget that besides the imita- 
tion of Christ’s virtues exercised towards our fellow members upon 
earth, we must also exercise them towards the suffering members of 
Christ in purgatory. It has been stated that Christ, the Only-begotten 
of the Father, from His exceeding love of us, took upon Himself the 
affair of our redemption and salvation. He employed every moment 
of His precious life for this end. He made Himself the Good Shepherd 
who, to give immortal life to His beloved sheep, sacrificed His own 
life upon the Cross. He ascended into heaven and there as the great 
High Priest sits at the right hand of His Heavenly Father to open to 
souls the holy gate of the celestial Jerusalem and admit them to the 
perpetual jubilee of eternal life. Who then can doubt that He takes 
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special pleasure in devout souls who employ themselves in setting 
free from the prison of purgatory those souls, whom, with so many 
toils and the shedding of so much Blood, He has redeemed from the 
slavery of hell? He recognizes these as His true children, and copious- 
ly rewards them for their charity so like unto His own, in that such 
souls freely give their own suffrages to the souls in purgatory in imita- 
tion of Christ who gave Himself for them. 

Therefore the Cross is not only the hope of souls still sojourning 
on earth, but likewise of the souls in purgatory. An excellent means 
to apply to them its merits is the exercise of the Way of the Cross, to 
which plenary indulgences are attached. But even so small an action 
as the devout kissing of the Crucifix or the recitation of an indulgenced 
prayer in honor of Christ Crucified is most efficacious as suffrage for 
them. Indeed there is a very beautiful practice in honor of Christ 
Crucified which was highly approved by Pope Pius X, in a decree of 
May 16, 1911. It is for the faithful to gather each evening before the 
Crucifix and make an act of true contrition for their sins, and then 
to kiss the bruised and wounded form of Christ, while saying with 
reverence: “We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, because by 
Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world.” After which are 
added the words: “My Jesus, mercy!”* 

What a beautiful practice for a Catholic each night to take the 
Crucifix in his hands, make an act of contrition, and kiss it reverently 
in protestation of love for Him who died on the Cross, while pronounc- 
ing words of adoration and reparation. Such a practice will sanctify, 
purify and ennoble the heart and lift it up to the sweet embrace of 
the Crucified Savior, through intimate spiritual communion with Him, 
and by this kiss each one will elicit a spark of Divine mercy for all 
the living and departed. 





*For the first ejaculation given above, an indulgence of 3 years 
is granted for every recitation; for, ‘‘My Jesus, mercy!’’ an indulgence 
of 300 days, with a plenary indulgence if this invocation is recited 
daily for a month and the usual conditions of confession, Communion, 
visit, and prayers for the Pope’s intention are fulfilled. (Preces et 
Pia Opera, 161 and 55) 


Sent nit 
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MANY CANDLES burn constantly before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed in the sanctuaries of our Adoration Chapels. It is a praise- 
worthy act of devotion to contribute toward the maintenance of 
these lights to honor our Eucharistic King. For an offering of 
50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for a day and a nighi for 
your intention; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire 

month. 
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The Eucharistic Apostolate of the 
Blessed Virgin 


seneforeneforeretoree 
R IGHT devotion to the Holy Eucharist is 


unquestionably the greatest means to 
make the Christian more interior, more Christ- 
like, more God-like and more happy, because 
the Eucharist is the Source from which the 
graces of Redemption continually flow to 
mankind. Since this is so, what an ardent 
and intense longing must burn in the heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the flourishing 
of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament! For 
if thousands of priests, beginning with the 
Apostles, have given their lives in privation 
and self-sacrifice, to bring to souls our Savior 
in the Eucharist with the fulness of the graces of Redemption, what 
Eucharistic fervor must enkindle the most apostolic of human hearts, 
the pure Heart of Mary! To her is fittingly given the title of “Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament,” not only because, she gave us the 
Sacred Humanity of Jesus, which is the essence of this sacrament, but’ 
also because of her intense devotion to this Mystery of Love. 

The Eucharistic work of Mary truly surpasses our imagination. 
In the first place, Mary is the Dispensatrix of the Holy Eucharist. 
It is at once clear that it is to Mary (after God), that we owe this 
hidden “Gift of God,” our Lord and Savior, our Brother and Friend, 
our consolation and sweetness, for Jesus is the “blessed Fruit of her 
womb.” She has given us the human form of Him, who, dwelling upon 
our altars in the Blessed Sacrament, makes heaven of earth. Holy 
Church, in celebrating Corpus Christi, the feast of the Holy Eucharist, 
mingles in her triumphant hymns a grateful praise of Mary with the 
dominant Eucharistic theme: “Sing, my tongue, the Savior’s glory, 
Of His Flesh the mystery sing, Of His Blood, all price excelling, Shed 
by our immortal King, Destined for the world’s redemption From a 
noble womb to spring. Of a pure and spotless Virgin, born for us on 
earth below...’ So, too, whenever the Mass of the Blessed Sacrament 
is offered, the Preface is that of the Nativity of Christ, which is a 
thanksgiving for the Divine Treasure Mary has given us in her Son. 

But when we say that Mary is the Dispensatrix of the Holy Eucha- 
rist because she is the Mother of our Savior, we have not said all. 
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The Eucharistic activity of Mary is not simply a thing of the past, 
the relationship and duties of the Mother of the historical Christ. No, 
Mary’s co-operation in this Sacrament goes farther. At the prepara- 
tion, at the institution, in the work of the Eucharistic Christ throughout 
the centuries, we again and again find her as the apostolic Virgin, 
the helper of the Savior of the world. The Blessed Virgin knew clearly 
why the Spirit of God came over her, why she gave the human nature 
to the Son of God, why she prepared the covering of flesh and blood 
for the Eternal Word in her pure womb. The work of the Messiah 
was the redemption of the whole world, the salvation and sanctification 
of all mankind. And as the continual thought of her Son was directed 
to this end, and was a thought of us, so Mary’s thoughts were also of 
us at the moment of the incarnation as well as in all the mysteries 
of the Savior’s life. In His birth, in the hidden years at Nazareth 
when she nourished the tender Child and served the little Redeemer; 
in her solicitude at His loss in the Temple; in the bitter pain of 
separation at the beginning of His public life; in the loneliness of 
the three years of His apostolic ministry, she was ever thinking of us. 
For us she prayed when our Savior promised the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament. For our sake she rejoiced in the blessed hour of 
the Last Supper, and stood on Calvary in bitter grief. For our sake 
she remained for many years in the exile of earth after the ascension 
of Our Lord. And Mary is the same today as then, the same now 
and forever. Her virginal heart is ever enkindled with active, ardent 
love for us. Her care is ever directed towards our progress and 
happiness. As once her entire interest was directed towards the accom- 
plishment of the Redemption, so now, and for the future, her whole 
interest is directed towards the distribution of the treasures of Redemp- 
tion to the children of men. And where are these treasures more 
liberally distributed than in the Holy. Eucharist? 
In the oration prayed during the Mass of the Blessed Sacrament 
and during Benediction, Holy Church clearly teaches the faithful that 
the wonderful Sacrament of the Eucharist is a memorial of the Passion, 
and that it is by venerating these Sacred Mysteries of the Body 
and Blood of Christ that we shall feel within ourselves the fruits of 
Redemption. If we but knew how to honor and adore the Blessed 
Sacrament we should daily and hourly experience in ourselves the 
fruits of Christ’s Redemptive work, and steadily become holier and 
happier, and more like our Divine Lord. 

The measure of devotion to the Holy Eucharist is the measure 

of participation in the fruits of Redemption. The more frequently and 
fervently one assists at Holy Mass and receives Holy Communion with 
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a living faith, and the more truly he becomes united with the Source 
of Divine Life in the Tabernacle, the more will his thoughts, wishes, 
feelings and actions be Christianized and be made conformable to those 
of Christ. The more a soul, the more a family and the more a society 
is Eucharistic-minded, the more deeply and universally will the pur- 
pose of Christ’s life, work and sufferings be attained. 

It is the Eucharistic work of Mary to draw souls to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. If we had the spiritual vision of the angels, we 
would see the Blessed Virgin Mary kneeling before the Tabernacle in 
loving adoration. We would see how on the Eucharistic Golgotha 
of the altar she stands at the side of the sacrificing priest, encouraging 
and inflaming him with devotion; how her loving and maternal hand 
guides her children to the Communion rail; how lovingly she watches 
over and trains the future priests of her Divine Son; how in the 
course of centuries she gives new Eucharistic impulses. It follows then 
that the more the love and veneration for Mary is fostered, the more 
devotion to the Eucharist flourishes. 

We find a confirmation of this in the magnificent miracles of 
Lourdes and Fatima and in the indescribable enthusiasm in the 
veneration of the Most Holy Sacrament at these world-famed Marian 
shrines. Pius X said of this noteworthy fact when speaking of the 
pilgrimages at Lourdes: “As we know, the special fame of the shrine 
of Lourdes consists in the people being drawn there from every part 
of the world through Mary to adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, so that the shrine which is the center of the veneration of Mary 
is at the same time the most glorious and splendid throne of the Eu- 
charistic Mysteries.” These words apply equally to the shrine of 
Fatima in Portugal. 

O devoted children of Mary, our Blessed Mother is the greatest 
promoter and propagator of devotion to the Holy Eucharist. Let us 
rejoice and follow her! Let us thank her above all for this “Highest 
Good,” and beg her to continually nourish the Eucharistic fire of love in 
our hearts. We cannot give greater joy to the Immaculate Heart of our 
Mother than by fervent adoration of her Son. The more we love and 
honor the Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, and especially the more 
frequently and devoutly we receive Him in Holy Communion, the more 
firmly established in our hearts will be the love of Mary, and the 
more beloved will we be by her. During the month of May, and 
particularly on May 13, when we honor her under the title of Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, let us ask of her an ardent love for 
the Holy Eucharist and the grace to draw ever greater fruits from 
the fountains of Holy Mass and Holy Communion. 
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UST as Christ’s mortal life was replete with trials and tribulations, 
J so also must be the lives of all His members. Our Divine Head 

did not come to earth to take away trials and sufferings, so painful 
to nature, but to sanctify them and to teach us that they are the 
means to be employed by all who wish to share His eternal glory in 
heaven. But suffering with Christ means not only to bear bodily pains 
and miseries or sorrow and anguish of soul in union with Him; it 
means also to offer to Him and with Him the mortifications and self- 
denials incident to the sincere practice of our holy religion, such as 
observing the commandments and the precepts of the Church, perform- 
ing our daily duties, praying and fasting, avoiding sin, etc. 

If it is true that our mortifications, privations and sufferings have 
no value in themselves, but take on value in God’s sight only when 
united to those of Christ, our Head, it is equally true that they be- 
come in a special way “an odor of sweetness’ in the sight of the 
Divine Majesty when offered with Christ in His character of Victim 
in the Mass. It is only in the Mass and through the Mass that our 
sufferings and privations can properly be said to merit the name of 
“sacrifices.”” By thus offering our personal sufferings, sorrows and 
privations, our labors and cares, in union with the Divine Victim, we 
co-operate in His great oblation and become true co-victims with Him. 
What an immeasurable honor for us, and how it should make us realize 
the importance of the Mass in our daily lives! 

The more we love Jesus, the greater the degree of our union with 
Him, the more we imitate His virtues and the more Christlike we be- 
come, the greater is our participation in His Sacrifice. It was to His 
Mother that our Savior first gave the privilege of being a co-victim 
with Him for the sins of men. So intimate was her participation in 
His ‘‘first Mass” on Calvary that she merited the title of co-redemptrix 
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of the human race. And at the same time she merited also to be the 
Mother of His Mystical Body. Sacrificial souls of all ages, imitating her 
example, have become co-victims with the Redeemer. Some of the 
saints were so intimately united with Christ in His sufferings and in 
the renewal of His oblation in the Calvary of the Mass that God im- 
pressed them with the visible sacred stigmata of the Passion. We, too, 
can become active co-operators in His redemptive work and in the 
perfect homage which He renders to the Most Holy Trinity by seeking 
to advance daily in union of will, heart and senses with our great High 
Priest, and uniting ourselves with Him by an active participation in 
His Eucharistic Sacrifice. , 


“Other Christs” 


Growing out of the intimate union of each individual member of 
the Mystical Body with Christ, its Head, which, so to say, makes of 
every Christian in the state of grace ‘another Christ,’”’ is the beautiful 
truth of Christ’s identification with His members. Our Lord Himself 
expounded this teaching very clearly in His description of the scene of 
the Last Judgment, recorded by St. Matthew (xxv. 34-40): “Then 
the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, blessed of My 
Father, take possession of the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave Me to eat; I 
was thirsty and you gave Me to drink; I was a stranger and you took 
Me in; naked and you covered Me; sick and you visited Me; I was 
in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the just will answer Him, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry, and feed Thee; or thirsty, and 
give Thee drink? And when did we see Thee a stranger, and take Thee 
in; or naked, and clothe Thee? Or when did we see Thee sick, or ine 
prison, and come to Thee?’ And answering the King will say to them, 
‘Amen I say to you, as long as you did it for one of these, the least 
of My brethren, you did it for ME.’” 

From these words it is evident that Christ, in some mysterious but 
real way, identifies Himself with His members and dwells in them in 
such a manner that any service rendered to any one of them is a ser- 
vice rendered to Him, and any injury inflicted upon any one of them 
is an injury inflicted upon Him. He would have us to understand that 
every act of fraternal charity is an act of the love of God, and every 
violation of fraternal charity is a violation of the love of God. 

Here we have the real foundation of Christian charity, as it was 
understood and practiced by the saints. For them, the poor, the sick, 
the sinners, were none other than Christ Himself; and, in numerous 
instances Christ confirmed their faith by appearing to them after they 
had performed an act of charity toward one of His members and re- 
vealing that He Himself had been in fact the beneficiary of their act. 
There is the familiar example of St. Martin who, meeting a poor, half- 
naked beggar, was touched with compassion and divided his mantle 
with him. The following night Our Lord appeared to him clad in that 
part of the mantle which he had given to the poor man, and said: 
“Martin, while yet only a catechumen, gave ME this mantle.” 

To see Christ in all men is the principle which should guide us 
in all our relations with others. This will lead us to sympathize with 
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our neighbor in his sorrows, to rejoice in his joys, to aid him in his 
needs, to cherish respect for him and to have due regard for his rights. 
It will imbue us also with a proper respect and obedience toward our 
lawful superiors, in whatever capacity they exercise authority over us, 
remembering that Christ dwells in them by His authority and that in 
obeying or disobeying them, we Obey or disobey Him. 


Union of the Faithful with Each Other 


By the fact of their incorporation into Christ, the members of the 
Mystical Body are bound together by most sacred and intimate ties. 
Here all differences of race, color and nationality disappear, for, as St. 
Paul says so beautifully, ‘“‘we are all one in Christ Jesus.’”’ A striking 
image of this unity is found in the bread and wine of the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice; for just as the bread is formed from many grains of wheat, 
and the wine from the juice of many grapes, all united so as to form 
one substance, so the members of Christ, though many, are all united 
to form one Body, the Church. 

If we bear in mind this close union of the faithful with one 
another, it should not be difficult for us to observe the great command- 
ment of fraternal love, which Our Lord calls “‘His’’ commandment. 
“This is MY commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you” (John xv. 12). This commandment of the love of our brethren 
is so much the wish of Christ that He makes the fulfilment of it the 
infallible sign by which His disciples shall be recognized: “By this 
will all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John xiii. 35). 

“If we wish to remain united to Our Lord,’’ says Abbot Marmion, 
“it is of extreme importance to see if we are united to the members of 
His Mystical Body. Let us take care. The least voluntary coldness, 
deliberately cherished against one of our brethren, could form an ob- 
stacle, more or less grave according to its degree, to our union with 
Christ. That is why Christ tells us that, if at the moment of making 
our offering at the altar, we remember our brother has anything 
against us, we must leave there our offering, and go first to be recon- 
ciled to our brother, and then coming we shall offer our gift. (Matt. 
v. 23-24.) When we communicate, we receive the substance of Christ’s 
physical Body; we must also receive and accept His Mystical Body; it 
is impossible for Christ to descend into our souls and there be the 
principle of union, if we retain resentment against one of His mem- 
bers.”” (Christ, the Life of the Soul, Chap. xi.) 

This love for our neighbor, however, is not a matter of feeling, 
but rather of intention and will; for we are commanded by Christ also 
to love our enemies. We can “love our neighbor’ supernaturally, de- 
spite repugnances, antipathies or natural dissimilarities, by wishing him 
well and doing good to him, and by forgiving from our heart-any injury 
he may do to us. It is because souls belong to God and to Christ that 
we must love them. Our charity for our neighbor ought to radiate 
from our love of God. 


Social Aspects of the Mystical Body 


As is evident from the foregoing considerations, the members of 
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the Church are not isolated individuals, but members of a living organ- 
ism, and hence the spiritual activities of each individual have an effect 
upon the members of the entire Mystical Body. The dominant religious 
error from the 16th century to the present day, says Monsignor Fulton 
J. Sheen, has been to believe that religion is a purely personal matter 
between God and man. The Church insists that it is also a social rela- 
tion. Just as the various members of our physical body co-operate for 
the welfare of each other and for that of the entire body, so also the 
members of the Mystical Body of Christ must have at heart, must live 
and work for the interests of all the other members. This social aspect 
of the Mystical Body should give us new motives for living a fervent 
and upright life, for theologians tell us that every good work performed 
by one member redounds to the benefit of all, and every evil act affects 
all the other members adversely. This may seem an exaggerated state- 
ment; yet we will see that it is not unreasonable when we consider that 
by every good deed the flow of Divine grace is stimulated through the 
whole Body of the Church and God’s more abundant blessing is drawn 
upon all its members; whereas by every sinful act the flow of Divine 
grace is impeded, and hence every member shares the loss, just as the 
. entire human body shares in the human pain of each of its members. 
We must therefore fight against sin and temptation and strive to main- 
tain and increase Divine grace within ourselves so that it may be in- 
creased also in the entire Mystical Body. 

We see, therefore, that membership in the Mystical Body carries 
with it not only many extraordinary privileges, but also weighty respon- 
sibilities and duties, not only as regards those who are actual members, 
but also toward those who are potential members — that is, to all out- 
side the fold of the Catholic Church. Hear what our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, says on this subject in his Encyclical on the Mystical 
Body: — 


“One only is the Spouse of Christ, the Church; but the love of the 
Divine Spouse is so vast that it embraces in His Spouse the whole 
human race without exception. Men may be separated by nationality 
and race, but our Savior poured out His Blood to reconcile all men to 
God through the Cross, and to bid them all unite in one Body. Genuine 
love of the Church, therefore, is not satisfied with our being within this 
Body members one of another, mutually careful one for another, rejoic- 
ing with him who glories, suffering with him who suffers; we must also 
recognize as brothers of Christ according to the flesh, destined together 
with us to eternal salvation, those others who have not yet joined us 
in the Body of the Church... He (Christ) has taught us not only to 
have love for those of a different nation and a different race, but to 
love even our enemies.” 

The Holy Father goes on to say that in the present grave hour, 
when there is so much suffering of soul and body, pity and mercy 
should try to outdo themselves toward alleviating the gigantic needs of 
all mankind, so that the devoted generosity, the inexhaustible resource- 
fulness of the Mystical Body of Christ may be seen in their beauty and 
perfection in every quarter of the world. 


To be continued 
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A Safeguarding Virtue 


. VIRTUE which is especially needed at the present time, 
and which, more than any other, is suited for preserving 
innocence and purity of mind, heart and body, and for 
warding off dangers to them, is that of modesty. Modesty 
is the exercise of the cardinal virtue of temperance, by 
which one regulates and governs his external decorum. 
Even looked at from a natural viewpoint, the virtue of modesty is an 
appealing one and engenders respect in all who come in contact with 
the modest and moderate person. But Christian modesty rests on a 
deeper foundation than the merely natural virtue. For the Christian, 
modesty is the control of his external actions and behavior so as to 
safeguard and protect the other virtues. Christian modesty shows itself 
in a calm, quiet and reserved behavior. It influences the exterior 
bearing so that there is nothing objectionable in a person’s conduct, 
nothing bold or rude, nothing wanting in refinement or delicacy. In 
practice modesty consists in an ever-watchful custody of the eyes, 
never allowing them to rest on anything undesirable or suggestive; 
a careful control of the tongue, never giving expression to coarse, vul- 
gar or indelicate speech; a cautious guardianship of the ears, never 
listening to improper language, nor showing the least sign of approving 
it, whether at home or elsewhere, in the presence of many or of few. 





No matter where, no matter with whom one may be, modesty is 
always in season. It is the virtue of the courageous, of those with 
real character and strength of will. Besides being opposed to all 
frivolity and giddiness, modesty implies quiet, unassuming manners, 
with becomingness in dress and seemliness in appearance. Vanity in 
such matters is the death of modesty, and rouses longings and desires 
for forbidden pleasures. To be modest, however, it is not required to 
be singular. Singularity is not modesty. Modesty simply avoids 
extremes in all that might draw undue attention to one’s person and 
inspire unwholesome thoughts or desires. 

A modest appearance is the only one which befits a good Catholic. 
Realizing that they bear about with them a precious jewel in a fragile 
casket, true Catholic men and women guard against even the suspicion 
of reproach to their virtue, through a close watch of their looks, their 
words, their actions and their intercourse with others. Modesty is their 
safeguard. Would that all Catholics, indeed, all Christians, realized 
to the full what dignity there is in a modest bearing and a retiring 
character, and what respect it commands. Would that all could see 
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the dangers it averts and the necessity of its practice in our days. 
Modern society has become fearfully corrupt. The canons of modesty 
are flagrantly assailed in the specious names of hygiene and broad- 
mindedness. Immodesty parades itself in the theatre, on newsstands 
and billboards. It walks the streets, and frequents places of amuse- 
ment. Yes, it even dares to invade the sacred precincts of the house 
of God. The demon of immodest fashion corrupts the very air we 
breathe. Women and girls fall victims to the inventions of the fashion- 
makers who trade on feminine levity and vanity for the sake of gain, 
in defiance of Christian modesty and the respect due to the human 
body, the temple of the immortal soul. They study to please the sensual 
and curious eye, and glory in unseemly attire. What criminal vanity 
is this, what impiety and scandal! Let those who are guilty of such 
improprieties take warning lest they call the vengeance of God upon 
themselves and win eternal damnation for their excesses. 

Modern society is fraught with countless dangers to innocence, 
and they are ever present. How then is the Christian to come through 
with his virtue untainted and unscathed? With God’s help it is pos- 
sible, and God’s help is always at hand, but it is granted only to those 
who help themselves by being modest in all things. Therein will be 
found the bulwark against these insidious temptations, a help which 
will always lead those who are true to it safely through every peril. 

Present conditions of society are but the logical consequence of 
the so-called new freedom which has extinguished the light of Divine 
faith and degraded the ideals of mankind through unbridled indulgence 
of the passions, so that everything has come to be looked at in a 
natural and materialistic way. Satanic forces, intended to corrupt 
purity and family life, have been brought to bear on individuals as 
well as nations. Women have sought a freedom that is excessive. We 
can but pray that the month of May may serve once more to remind 
mankind of Mary Immaculate and bring all to the realization that 
there is no true freedom that is not ennobling and elevating. Human 
society needs Mary to call it back to the true ideal of Christian 
modesty, to the true ideal of womanhood, its dignity and power. While 
millions of souls are rushing to destruction, given over to “a reprobate 
sense,” because of impure lives, Holy Church holds aloft her standard 
of true womanhood in the Queen of May. May Mary Immaculate, 
the Queen of Modesty, restore to the world respect and love for the 
virtue of purity and a willingness to submit to the restraints it imposes 
in modesty of manners and dress. 


MOOK 
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Little frovers” freague 
—-:4— 
Mother’s Day in Heaven 
When it’s Mother’s Day in heaven, Do they have a feast of gladness 


What do they do up there? For their Mother, Queen of May? 
Do they bring bouquets to Mary, Are they just a bit more happy 
And twine roses in her hair? In heaven, on Mother’s Day? 
— Selected. 


fay NE of the most widely celebrated days in the year is 
Mother’s Day, which comes this year on May 14. This 
is as it should be. To no one on earth do we owe as 
much love, gratitude and respect as to our mothers. By 
patient, loving care and sacrifice they have merited the deepest love 
of our heart, next to our love for God. It is fitting to give some little 
gift to our mother on Mother’s Day, but whatever we may give let 
us join with it the true affection of obedient, respectful and loving 
children. This above all will bring joy to the hearts of our mothers. 

Mother’s Day has a double significance for Catholics. Besides 
being a day of honor for our earthly mothers, it is also a special feast 
of our Heavenly Mother under the title of “Mother of Mankind.” So 
we have two mothers to honor on Mother’s Day. Receiving Holy 
Communion in honor of our Heavenly Mother ‘and for our earthly 
mother is the dearest gift we can offer to both. Besides honoring your 
Heavenly Mother on Mother’s Day, do not forget to honor her also 
as the special patroness of the Little Lovers on May 13, which is the 
feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 

During this month of our Blessed Mother many of our Little 
Lovers will have the happiness of celebrating the anniversary of their 
First Holy Communion, and among our younger readers there will be 
many who will receive our Blessed Lord in Holy Communion for the 
very first time. What a glad day that will be for you! Early in 
the morning, when the earth is flooded with golden sunlight and soft 
clouds float in the blue sky, when the air is fragrant and cool and 
fresh, when all the birds are awake and their chirping and joyous 
songs fill the world with melody, Jesus Himself will come into your 
heart. It will beat with gladness and you will whisper to Him your 
love and gratitude. All through the glorious Mass, your heart will 
sing: “Jesus is coming to me.” In the hushed moments of Consecration, 
the expectation of the happy moment will make you impatient for its 
coming. You will see the Sacred Host lifted up for your adoration, 
that adorable Body of Christ which will so soon repose in your heart. 
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The Precious Blood, too, which once washed your soul in baptism 
and now again has cleansed it in the sacrament of penance, will be 
raised aloft in the chalice, and you will offer It to the Heavenly Father 
in reparation for your sins and the sins of the world. He will receive 
this offering with pleasure and will say to the angels and saints as 
He said of Jesus when He was baptized: “This is My beloved child, 
in whom I am well pleased.” And the Holy Spirit will fill your soul 
with His precious graces. 

Then when the priest comes to you as you kneel at the railing, 
Mary, your Heavenly Mother, will come with him, invisible to you, 
of course, but she will be there just the same and will give Jesus to 
you through the hands of the priest, as she whispers: “Take Him, my 
dear child, take Jesus into your heart, Jesus, the little Babe born 
for you in Bethlehem, and grown to manhood, and crucified for you. 
Take Him into your soul and love Him and bless Him and thank 
Him for His great love for you.” Then you will receive your God 
within your soul, and you will be all His, and He will be all yours 
in a union no words can speak. May your joy and happiness be like 
that of Blessed Imelda, a little girl who lived long ago, about whom 
we are now going to tell you. 


Blessed Imelda 


LESSED IMELDA LAMBERTINI, a little Italian girl, was born im 

B the beautiful city of Bologna in 1324. When only a little child 
she was sent to a convent of Dominican nuns where she was 
even allowed to wear a white habit like that of the Sisters. Everything 
about the convent life filled her heart with joy, and her piety increased 


from day to day. She delighted in self-denial, and her obedience was © 


perfect, but what was most striking about her was her intense love of 
God and especially of the Blessed Sacrament. She never grew tired 
of pouring out her heart in prayer, and was never so happy as when 
she could kneel in Our Lord’s presence before the Tabernacle. And 
oh! how she longed for the time when she would be old enough to 
receive that dear Lord into her pure and innocent heart! Every time 
she saw the nuns go up to the Holy Table her soul was seized with 
such ardent longing that the tears would flow from her eyes. 

One glorious May morning they were celebrating the vigil of 
the Ascension. The altar was beautifully decorated, the solemn notes 
of the organ pealed forth and the clear voices of the nuns, kneeling 
in long rows in their stalls, rose melodiously towards heaven. Never 
had little Imelda’s heart been so overflowing with love for God and 
longing for her Eucharistic Lord; never had it been so hard for her 
to have to wait to receive Him in Holy Communion. 

“O sweetest Jesus,” she cried within her soul, “give me a crumb 
only, just a crumb of this Divine Bread!” The tabernacle had been 
opened to give the Sisters Holy Communion; it had closed again, and 


x 
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still the child prayed beseechingly to her beloved Lord. Others had’ 
refused her petition, but was He not all powerful? And He did re- 
ward the trust and love of this innocent little soul, for suddenly a 
Sacred Host hovered in the air and rested over the kneeling child. The 
Sisters and the priest at the altar were seized with joy and awe at 
beholding this miracle of God’s love. Feeling that he must obey 
the wish of Jesus, so clearly revealed, the priest went up to Imelda, 
received the miraculous Host on the paten and placed If on her tongue. 

What floods of joy and devotion filled the little saint’s heart 
when at last she received her dearest Lord into her pure soul! She 
bowed her head in an ecstasy of loving welcome and remained kneeling 
thus for several hours. At first the Sisters did not like to disturb 
her from her fervent thanksgiving, but at last they felt it was high 
time to call her to her daily duties. In vain they touched and called 
her, however, and when at last they lifted her up, they found that 
she was dead. Her first Holy Communion, so miraculously granted 
her by God Himself, had also been her Viaticum, and in the deep joy 
of her union with Jesus, her saintly child-soul had passed away to 
the eternal happiness of the Beatific Vision. 


en 


Practice: Prepare very carefully each time you receive Holy 
Communion. Say the prayers given in your prayer book attentively, 
but best of all speak to Jesus right from your own heart both when 
you prepare and after you have received Him. If you can stay a few 
minutes after Mass is. over and continue your thanksgiving, it is well 
to do so. Here is an example of how one little girl, named Phyllis, 
thanked Jesus after her first Holy Communion: 


“Sweet Jesus, I love You. Dear Jesus, bless my mother 
and father, my sisters and brothers. Help me to be a good 
girl. Bless the Sisters who are so kind. Sweet Jesus, I love 
You. I love You with all my heart. Dear Blessed Mother, 
dear St. Joseph, dear angels, come and adore Jesus in my 
heart. Love, thank and welcome Him as you did on the first 
Christmas Day. Sweet Jesus, help me to keep my soul free 
from sin. Put Your arms around me and hold me tight.” 


Aspiration: Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love! 
Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation! 
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LD ID YOU EVER THINK of taking your friends on the pleasurable, edu- 
cational and grace-filled journey you make through the year with 
Tabernacle and Purgatory? Try it.this year and see how they enjoy the trip. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $1.00 per year. $2.00 for three years. 
$1.25 per year for Canada and foreign countries, or $2.50 for three years. 
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